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Occupational 
Endorsements
How to Earn an Occupational 
Endorsement
Occupational endorsement programs are designed to give students 
occupational training in a specific field. These programs are 9-29 credit 
hours. Credits completed for the occupational endorsement may be applied 
to other undergraduate degree programs.

Students should submit the Occupational Endorsement Completion Form
(https://www.uaf.edu/reg/forms.php#degreeservices) by these respective 
dates:

• Spring completion: May 1

• Summer completion: Aug. 1

• Fall completion: Dec. 1

If all general university, occupational and program requirements are met, the 
endorsement is posted to the ocial transcript. The student's occupational 
endorsement department will issue the certificate of completion.

How to Earn an Occupational Endorsement
To earn an occupational endorsement, submit a free application for 
admission. More details about the application process are available on 
the Applying for Admission to Occupational Endorsements (https://
catalog.uaf.edu/getting-started/admission/) page.

There are three sets of requirements to complete the endorsement:

• General University Requirements (p. 1)

• Occupational Endorsement Requirements (p. 1)

• Program (Major) Requirements (p. 1)

These requirements are all described in this section of the 
catalog. Requirements for each program major are found in the Occupational 
Endorsement Programs (p. 1) section.

General University Requirements for 
Occupational Endorsements
Occupational endorsements require at least 9 credits at the F100 level or 
above.  A minimum of a 2.0 cumulative GPA is required in all work in the 
occupational endorsement. In addition, students must earn a minimum 
C- grade in courses required for the occupational endorsement. Some 
programs may require higher GPAs for major coursework.

Unless otherwise specified by the appropriate academic unit, a course 
may be taken more than once toward fulfilling endorsement requirements. 
However, credit hours for such courses count only once toward the total 
credits required for the endorsement.

Students seeking an occupational endorsement do not apply for graduation. 
Certifying students have met all major requirements is the responsibility of 
the department faculty, who will notify the Oce of the Registrar.

If a student wants to use credits from a school other than UAF to satisfy 
degree requirements, those courses must be approved by the dean of the 

school or college from which they will graduate; otherwise, they take the risk 
the courses will not be accepted.

Residence Credit
Residence credit is course credit earned through any unit of UAF. Formal 
classroom instruction, distance-delivered courses, individual study or 
research at UAF are all considered residence credit.

Transfer credit, advanced placement credit, credit for prior learning, military 
service credit and credit granted through nationally prepared examinations 
are not considered residence credit. None of these types of credit can be 
applied to UAF residency requirements.

Residency Requirement
Most universities have residency requirements that call for a certain number 
of credits toward a degree to be earned at the degree-granting school. At 
UAF, the residency requirement for occupational endorsements is 30% of 
the program.

Occupational Endorsement Requirements
To earn an occupational endorsement, students must be admitted to the 
program and complete the requirements listed in the program section of 
this chapter. A minimum of 9 credits is required to earn an occupational 
endorsement. At least 30% of the program must be completed in residence 
at UAF. Additional residency credit requirements may be established to meet 
discipline or accreditation standards.

Students must have a cumulative GPA of at least 2.0 in all coursework. Some 
occupational endorsement programs require higher GPAs.

Students may elect to complete their program under the requirements of 
the catalog in effect at the time of formal acceptance to an occupational 
endorsement program or the catalog in effect at the time of completion. 
Courses for occupational endorsement must be completed within five years 
of formal acceptance into the program. Admission will expire if requirements 
are not completed in five years. The student must reapply for admission and 
meet the admission and program requirements in effect at the time of formal 
acceptance. Program requirements may require completion in less than five 
years.

Students may earn more than one occupational endorsement by completing 
all requirements for each additional program. Additional occupational 
endorsements must differ by 3 or more credits.

Occupational Endorsement Programs
• Advanced Emergency Medical Technician O.E.C. (https://

catalog.uaf.edu/endorsements/advanced-emergency-technician/)

• Basic Carpentry O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/endorsements/
carpentry-basic/)

• Bookkeeping and Finance O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/
endorsements/bookkeeping-finance/)

• Computer Support Specialist O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/
endorsements/computer-support-specialist/)

• Content Creation O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/endorsements/
content-creation/)

• Cybersecurity Foundations O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/
endorsements/cybersecurity-foundations/)

• Dental Assistant O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/endorsements/dental-
assistant/)

• Drafting Technology O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/endorsements/
drafting-technology/)
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• Entrepreneurship & Innovation O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/
endorsements/entrepreneurship-innovation/)

• Ethnobotany O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/endorsements/
ethnobotany/)

• Executive Assistant O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/endorsements/
executive-assistant/)

• Facility Maintenance O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/endorsements/
facility-maintenance/)

• High Latitude Range Management O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/
endorsements/high-latitude-range-management/)

• Homeland Security O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/endorsements/
homeland-security/)

• Law Enforcement Academy O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/
endorsements/law-enforcement-academy/)

• Marketing & Digital Design O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/
endorsements/marketing-digital-design/)

• Medical Assisting O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/endorsements/
medical-assisting/)

• Medical Billing O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/endorsements/medical-
billing/)

• Medical Coding O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/endorsements/medical-
coding/)

• Medical Oce Reception O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/
endorsements/medical-oce-reception/)

• Medical Scribe O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/endorsements/medical-
scribe/)

• Mining Mill Operations O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/endorsements/
mining-mill-operations/)

• Nanny Caregiving O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/endorsements/nanny-
caregiving/)

• Nurse Aide O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/endorsements/nurse-aide/)

• Rural Surface Water Quality Testing O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/
endorsements/rural-surface-water-quality-testing/)

• Rural Waste Management and Spill Response O.E.C. (https://
catalog.uaf.edu/endorsements/rural-waste-management-spill-
response/)

• Strategic Leadership O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/endorsements/
strategic-leadership/)

• Sustainable Energy O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/endorsements/
sustainable-energy/)

• Tribal Justice O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/endorsements/tribal-
justice/)

• Tribal Stewardship O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/endorsements/tribal-
stewardship/)

• Unmanned Aircraft Operations O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/
endorsements/unmanned-aircraft-operations/)

• Welding, Entry-level O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/endorsements/
welding-entry-level/)

• Wildland Fire Science O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/endorsements/
wildland-fire-science/)

• Yup'ik Language Competency O.E.C. (https://catalog.uaf.edu/
endorsements/yupik-language-competency/)
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