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CROSS-CULTURAL STUDIES
M.A., M.S., Ph.D. Degrees
M.A., PH.D., INDIGENOUS STUDIES
The Indigenous studies M.A. degree program emphasizes
Indigenous knowledge systems. The program is designed to provide
graduate students from various fields of interest an opportunity to pursue
in-depth study of the role and contributions of Indigenous knowledge
in the contemporary world. Students are expected to demonstrate the
ability to work effectively with Indigenous people in their studies.

Indigenous studies doctoral candidates will participate in research
activities across a variety of UAF academic disciplines and applied
fields. Students are encouraged to engage in comparative studies with
other Indigenous peoples worldwide and to focus their dissertation
research on issues of relevance to Indigenous communities. Using the
interdisciplinary Ph.D. model of academic assignment, the student’s
home base will be in the school or college of the student’s major advisor,
who also serves as an affiliate faculty member for the program.

The program objectives and its curriculum center around six areas of
concentration: Indigenous studies and research, Indigenous knowledge
systems, Indigenous education and pedagogy, Indigenous languages,
Indigenous leadership and Indigenous sustainability. Students may
focus on one of these areas or draw on multiple themes in collaboration
with their graduate committee to develop their areas of knowledge and
dissertation research. In collaboration with the graduate committee, each
student will develop a program of coursework and research that produces
a unique intellectual contribution to the applied fields associated with
Indigenous studies

Minimum Requirements for Indigenous Studies Degrees: M.A.: 36 credits;
Ph.D.: 48 credits

M.S., PH.D., EARTH SYSTEM SCIENCE
Earth System Science at UAF is a multidisciplinary degree program that
provides the option for a disciplinary concentration in one of eight topics:

• Sustainability
• Ecosystems
• Hydrology
• Atmospheric and Climate Sciences
• Cryosphere
• Solid Earth Geophysics
• Geoscience
• Geospatial Science

The ESS program involves faculty participation from six departments and
programs:

• Natural Resources and Environment
• Center for Cross-Cultural Studies
• Biology and Wildlife
• Civil, Geological, and Environmental Engineering
• Atmospheric Sciences
• Geosciences

and five research institutes:

• Institute of Agriculture/Natural Resources and Extension
• Institute of Arctic Biology
• Institute of Northern Engineering
• International Arctic Research Center
• Geophysical Institute.

Minimum Requirements for Earth System Science Degrees: M.S.: 30
credits; Ph.D.: 26-41 credits.

College of Rural and Community Development
Center for  (http://www.uaf.edu/cxcs/)Cross-Cultural Studies
907-474-1902

Programs
Degrees

• M.A., Indigenous Studies (https://catalog.uaf.edu/masters/
indigenous-studies/)

• M.S., Earth System Science (https://catalog.uaf.edu/masters/earth-
system-science/)

• Ph.D., Earth System Science (https://catalog.uaf.edu/phd/earth-
system-science/)

• Ph.D., Indigenous Studies (https://catalog.uaf.edu/phd/indigenous-
studies/)
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